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The Importance and Manage- 
ment of the Britiſh F be, 
Confid er'd, & C. 


1s with no ſmall furprize 
— I reflect on what paſs'd 
1 our laſt meeting, in re- 
ation to the Bri Fiſhe. 
ry; ſince it muſt be al. 
bod to be no ſmall 
Mortfcarion to an Engliſhman, who ſin- 
cerely wiſhes the Intereſt of his Country, 
to hear an Undertaking treated as 

Chimera, which if vigorouſly ee 
is productive of all the Advantages that 
can be either hop'd or wiſh'd for! An 
Undertaking Daw, of employing all our 

Poor, and that in ſuch a manner as n 
way interferes with any of our Manu- 
A 2 factures; 


(4) 
fadctures; an Undertaking, that neceſſa- 
rily will prove a never-failiong Nurſe- 
ry of Sea-men, ſo highly neceſſary to the 
Safety and Defence of theſe Kingdoms; 
an Undertaking, which if carry'd on to 
the extent it is capable of, would prodi- 
giouſly enrich the Nation, and raiſe it to 
ſuch a height of Glory and Proſperity, as 
might render us the Envy of. the whole 
Earth! To hear, I ſay, ſuch an Under- 
taking cenſur'd and ridiculd, and that 
too by an Ergliſhman ! to hear a Gen- 
tleman recommending, with an honeſt 
well meaning Zeal, ſuch an Undertaking 
treated as a Political Enthuſiaſt, Project- 
er, and what not ; though it has had 
the Approbation of the wiſeſt and ableſt 
Heads this Nation was ever bleſs d with, 
and the ready Concurrence and Aſſiſt- 
ance of all our Courts and Parliaments ; 
to hear, I ſay, ſuch an Undertaking ſo 
treated, might eaſily excuſe a little 
Warmth, though in the Eagernels of 
handling the Subject, ſome little Indeco- 
rum, through Inadvertency, might inter- 
mix in the Debate. + n 
Lou muſt, Sir, give me leave to ſay, 
That ſuch Reflections as you were 
pleas'd to make on the fair Proſpect we 
now have of ſeeing the Britiſh Fiſhery 
once more in a flouriſhing Condition, no 
ways 


ways became an Engliſbman, and are 
utterly incompatable with that Zeal and 
Concern you on all other Occaſions ſhew 
for the Intereſt and Proſperity of your 
Native Country. 
It would indeed be no Surprize to hear 
a Dutchman treat the Undertaking in the 
manner you did: No, it wou'd rather 
very well become him; he might well 
imagine that he was purſuing and ad- 
vancing the true Intereſt of his own 
Country, if he could by ſuch trivial Ob- 
jections and groundleſs Inſinuations di- 
vert the Engliſb from purſuing their In- 
tereſt in a vigorous Proſecution of a Bri- 
tiſh Fiſhery ; which would neceſſarily, to 
a wonderful Degree, increaſe the Power 
and Riches of theſe Kingdoms, and al- 
ſo enable us to have a greater Influence 
on their publick Conduct, and diſpoſe 
the Dutch to a more ready Compliance 
with reaſonable Propoſals, than they have 
for ſome time paſt affected to ſhew. 
It is true, it has long been the idle 
unprofitable Complaint of the Engliſh, 
That the Dutch have, near two Centu- 
ries now, gain'd immenſe Riches by 
Fiſhing on the Britiſh Coaſts: And al- 
tho? their prodigious Gains have not hi- 
therto incited the Erg/iſh to undertake 
that profitable Trade; yet ſurely, if we 
IF reflect 
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reflect on the mean Circumſtances of our 
High and Mighty Neighbours in Times 
of old, and that the great height of 
Power and vaſt extent of Commerce to 
which they are now arriv'd, notwith- 
ſtanding the natural Diſadvantages they 
labour under, are wholly owing to the 
Fiſhery : If we would duly conſider and 
weigh what Sir William Temple, in his 
| Obſervations on the Uaited Provinces, 
has taken Notice of, viz. That the Datch, 
notwithſtanding they are bridPd with 
hard Laws, terrify'd with ſevere Exe- 
cutions, environ'd with Foreign Forces, 
and oppreſs'd with the moſt cruel Hard- 
ſhips, and Variety of Taxes, that was 
ever known under any Government, are 
grown ſo numerous and wealthy, by 
Fiſhing on our Northern Coaſts: If we 
would look back and obſerve, that ſtate- 
ly Venice, the Principal City of that Re- 
publick, containing near Eight Miles 1n 
Circuit, was, at firſt, but a Cluſter of 
muddy and almoſt inacceſſable Iſlands, 
until a parcel of Induſtrious Fiſhermen 
built a few ſcatter'd Cottages on them, 
from whence ſprang all its Wealth and 
Grandeur, So ſtupenduous is the Benefit 
of Fiſhing ! And laſtly, when we ſee the 
reſt of Europe convinced of the mighty 
Advantages of it; and that even in 


France, 


France, above TWO Millions Sterling have 
betn already Subſcribd to carry it on: 
Tis to be hop'd, I am ſure it is to be 
wild, That we ſhall, at laſt, be ani- 
mated to bend our Induſtry to a Traf- 
fick ſo apparently Beneficial, and which 
our Scituation enables us to cultivate 
beyond any other Nation. 
Jo excite them to it, and in order to 
remove thoſe Prejudices, that it was ob- 
vious to me you have taken up againſt 
the laudable Attempts of thoſe Britiſh 
-Lords, Merchants, and Gentlemen, that 
Have of late ſhewn a great Zeal, and are 
ufing their utmoſt Endeavours for the 
Eſtabliſning of a Brit iſb Fiſhery ; I ſhall 
-endeavour, firſt, to ſneœ you the great 
and certain Advantages that neceſſarily 
will ariſe to the Britiſſh Nation from the 
Fiſhery; and then, in order to take off the 
popular Prejudices ariling from our Ap- 
prehenſions, that the Dutch being in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Trade, twould be difficult 
if not impoſſible to Rival them at Foreign 
Markets, ſhall ſhew: you ſeveral Advan- 
tages that we have, which the Dutch 
want, and many Diſadvantages that they 
labour under, which don't, in the leaſt, 
affect us; both which, being taken toge- 
ther, prove with a Force equal to that of 
Demonſtration, that the Britiþ Nation 
81 can, 
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can, in every Senſe, purſue the Fiſhery to 
more Advantage than the Datch; and ſhall 
then anſwer the ſeveral Objections that 
were ftarted in our late Converſation, or 
that have at any Time occur'd to me; 
more particularly the want of Succeſs of 
the Patentees claiming under the Patent 
granted about the latter End of King 
Charles the Second, and the Failure of 
the Attempts of other Foreigners who 
have attempted the Proſecution of a 
\ Fiſhery, but have faild of Succeſs:  - 
Ihe firſt obvious and certain Advan- 
tage I ſhall take Notice of, that will be 
the natural and neceſſary Conſequence of 
the Britiſh Fiſhery, when vigorouſly pur- 
ſu'd, is the laſting Nurſery it will prove 
of Engliſb Seamen. 
A very ingenious Gentleman, who has 
lately, to moſt excellent Purpoſe, em- 
ploy'd his Pen in the Eradicating thoſe 
popular Errors and Prejudices that have 
infected our Religion and Politicks, and 
who appears to have a Heart as honeſt 
as his Head is clear, has, in the follow - 
| ing manner, explain'd his Sentiments on 
| this Subject. lt | 
[ Cicero has recorded Themiſtocles to be 
- the Author of this Political Maxim, That 
Empire cannot be maintain d without the 
Dominion of the Sea; but at the ſame time 
8 * theſe 
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theſe great Men did affirm the Domini: 
on of the Sea to be neceſſary to every 
Nation that pretends to Empire ; they 
ſuppos'd that the Seat of Empire would 
conſtantly. remain on the Continent, ne- 
ver imagining that a powerful Empire 
could riſe, as it were, out of the Ocean, 
and fix its Majeſty on an Ifland. Now 
if a Maritime Power was thought ne- 
ceſſary to the Perſians, the Greeks, the 
Carthaginians, and the Roman, of how 
much greater Neceſſity muſt ir be to the 
Inhabirants of an Iſland ? ſince not only 
their Empire, but their being in any 
wiſe conſiderable in the World; ſince 
not only their being Conſiderable, but 
even their Wealth and their very Safety 
„„ ROE 
If then a Maritime Power be allouꝰd 
to be of the greateſt Conſequence, way 
Government (eſpecially Iſlanders) m 
be very unwiſe if they negle& the pro- 
per Opportunities and Means of encour- 
aging Navigation. But as it is evident, 
that Navigation cannot flouriſh 2 
a ſufficient Number of Mariners, an 
that Mariners cannot abound without am 
extenſive Commerce; and as it is like- 
wile evident, that every kind of Com · 
merce does not equally furgiſh Employ- 
ment for Mariners: It fonlows to x De- 

B monſtration; 


C a6, 
monſtration, that a wiſe Government 
ought chiefly to countenance that Branch 
of Trade, which will prove the moſt 
laſting Fund, and the apteſt Nurſery of 


Sailors. 


* 


This I thiak is a juſt way of Reaſon- 


ing; and if it can with equal Clearneſs 
be made appear, that the Britiſh Fiſhe- 
ry, carry'd on vigorouſly, and to that ex- 
tent it's capable of, would to the utmoſt 
Degree enlarge and extend our Com- 


merce, it will clearly appear to be an 


uncxhauſted Nurſery of Sea- men. 


Io that purpoſe it is not improper to 


take Notice, That Sir Walter | Rawleigh 


did ſo long ago as the Year One Thou- 
ſand Six Hundred and Eighteen repre- 


ſent to King James and his Council, that 
the Hollanders employ'd in the Fiſhing 

rade on the Coaſts of Great-Britain, no 
leſs than Three Thouſand Ships and Fif- 
ty. Thouſagd Men; which Computation, 
though it might be ſomewhat exaggerat- 
ed to engage that Prince to eſtabliſh a 


Fiſhery in oppoſition to the Datch, yet 


certainly it cannot fall ſhort of the pre- 


ſcat Number of Men and Ships employ'd. 


by them in that Buſineſs, if we farther 
conſider the additional Number of both 
requilite to Tranſport and Sell the Fiſh 
at Foreign Markets, and to make Re- 


turns 


by 
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turns thereof, beſides thoſe employ'd in 
the Catching and Curing of them. Aud 
the famous Penſionary of Holland, John 
de Witt, in a great Meaſure confirms 
that Obſervation of Sir Walter Ramleigh, 
when he relates that in the Year One 
"Thouſand Six Hundred and One, there 
failed from Holland Fifteen Hundred Buſ- 
ſes on the 2 Trade, from Twenty- 
four to Thirty Tun each, beſides a great 
Number of ſmaller Veſfels; and it is 
well known to all the World, that far 
from leſſening the Number of Ships and 
Veſſels, or contracting the Trade, the 

rather every Year enlarge and extend . 

If then a Traffick fo large and exteq- 
ſive, carry*d on by the Datch, employs, 
and conſequently breeds up ſuch prodi- 
4 Numbers of Sailors, the very ſame 
Traffick, carry'd on by the EAglib, would 
neceſſarily have the ſame Effec ; and ſuch 
a Nurſery, upon any Emergency, would 
afford a ready Supply of Sailors to Man 
out a Fleet, and not only fave the Go- 
vernment a prodigious Expence, but al- 
ſo prevent the Inconveniencies that uſu- 
ally attend a Delay. 

The ſecond great Advantage I ſhall 
mention, that would naturally attend a 
vigorous Profecution of the Britiſh Fiſh- 
ery, would be a full Employment of our 
Poor. B 2 'The 
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(12 ) 
The Proviſion for a very numerous 
Poor, has prov'd very burthenſome to a 
great many Parts of this Nation, and 
has been very ſenſibly felt in thoſe Parts 
of the Kingdom, more particularly, where 


any conſiderable Branch of our Manufac- 


tures hath fallen into Decay: And, I don't 
in the leaſt doubt, but that thoſe Corpo- 


Tations in England, where: our Woollen 


Manufactures have flouriſh'd with moſt 
Succeſs, but which have lately met with 


* + 


N Obſtructions from ſeveral Quarters, 


ave in the moſt ſenſible Manner been 


o 


touch'd, and moſt grievouſly oppreſs d, 


with the numerous Poor of unemploy'd 
ands, who for want of Work at home 
have ſought it in Foreign Countries, and 


- 


who generally leave their miſerable Fa- 


milies to the Pariſh. To ſuch aggriev'd 


and oppreſs d Corporations in particular, 


it muſt doubtleſs be a great Conſolati- 
on, to hear that an Undertaking is on 
Foot, that if no unhappy, unforeſeen 


Accident ſhould prevent its Progreſs, 


would effeQually employ our numerous 


Poor. To be convinc'd, that a Brit/ſb 


Fiſhery, in the many Branches of it, 


= effcAually anſwer this purpoſe, it 
may 


ay be ſufficient to take even a tranſien 
View of the numerous Trades that wil 


receive a conſtant additional Encourage- 
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ment, and be oblig'd to take in more 
Hands ; I mean ſuch Trades as are ne- 
ceſſarily employ'd in the building, rig: 
ging, and fitting out of Buſſes and other 
Veſſels, viz. Anchor-Smiths, | Bakers, 
Prewers, Butchers, Basket-makers, Black- 
ſmiths, Block-makers, Carpenters, Caulk- 
ers, Compaſs-makers, Clapboard-ſplitters, 
Coopers, Hemp-dreſſers, Hook-makers, 
Hoop makers, Joyners, Maſt-makers, Net: 
makers, Ner-Tanners, Pump-makers, 
Plummers, Rope-makers, Sawyers, Ship- 
wrights, Sail-cloath Weavers, Sail-mak- 
ers, Ship- Chaundlers, Salt- makers, T wine» 
ſpinners, Tallow-Chandlers, and others, 
and more eſpecially thoſe Trades who 
deal in the making or vending any of 
the Materials or Utenſils that belong to 
any of the above-mention'd Trades ; to 
which may be added thoſe who make or 
ſell Culinary Wares, Bedding, Cloathing, 
ec, for Sailors. From Employment in 
ſome or more of theſe many Trades, it 
manifeſtly appears what vaſt Numbers of 
Beggars and idle Perſons, who now live 
upon the Publick, without return of La- 
bour for their Bread, might find and pro- 
cure for themſelves an honeſt Livelihood 
in the Fiſhery, . which affords Work for 
each Member of a Family. Boys and 
Girls may do the Work of ſpinning 
7 Twine, 
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Twine, the Lame and Weak, the Aged 
of both Sexes may ſit warm and dry, 
and earn their Livelihoods by braiding 
Netts, making Norſells, cutting Corks, 
picking Oakum, and many other Parti- 
culars, and even the very Blind may get 
their Bread by turning Wheels. a 

No as a conſtant Employment of ſuch 
Poor will be a continual Eaſe and Com- 
fort to them, by amuling and were, 
them from thinking on their Poverty an 

other Miſery, ſo will it alleviate the Na- 
tion's burthen, and in ſome meaſure be a 
re- peopling of us too, by adding ſo many 
loſt hands to the Service of the Publick. 
1 I might in the laſt Place take Notice 
of the prodigious Influx of Riches to 
theſe Nations, which would naturally 
flow into them by a Brirfh Fiſhery, if 
conducted with the Care it deſerves, and 
a Stock able to extend it to all the wide 
and numerous Branches of Commerce, that 
would be the certain Conſequence of it. 
The learned Sir John Burroughs in his 
Sovereignty of the Britiſh Seas, publiſt'd in 
the Year 163 3. has aſſerted, That the Va- 
lue of the Fiſh taken every Year by Fo- 
_ reigners on the Britiſh Coaſts, did amount 
to above 10,000,000 |. Sterling. 2 
Another ingenious Gentleman, who 
has well conſider'd this much neglected 


Subject, 
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Subject, ſpecifies the very numerous va- 
luable Commodities which are the Re- 
turns the Dutch uſually make for their 
Fiſh, and with great Reaſon aſſures us, 
that by the Exportation of thoſe Commo- 
dities to other Markets, their Merchants 
not only give full Employment to their 
Ships, ſo that they need not go. in Bal- 
laſt to ſeek Freight, but by the Profit of 
outward-bound, Voyages are. enabled ro 
ſerve other Countries ſo cheap, as to 
render their Ships the Common Carryers 
of the World; and that beſides, by con- 
tinual bartering of ſuch Exports, Holland 1s 
render'd the mighty Store-houſe and Em- 
porium of all foreign Product and Ma- 
nufactures, from whoſe infinite Miſcel- 
lany of Goods, its Inhabitants are com- 
pleatly furniſh'd with ſuch fortable Wares 
as enable them to trade from Port to 
Port, without Danger of glutting Mark- 
ets; and that thus as their Fiſhery had 
encreas d their Trade and Navigation, 
conſtant Employment had ſtill made Ho- 
reigners flock to them in ſuch Numbers, 
that out of their Multitudes of People, 
they had forc'd Treaties of Commerce 
excluſive to all other Nations, built Forts 
upon Streights and Paſſes that command 
the Entrance into Parts of great Traffick, 
monopoliz'd all the Spice Trade, and 

mightily 
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miglitily advanc'd towards engrofling the 


whole Commerce of the Eaſt- Indies. 
Tho? we ſhould allow ſome few of 
theſe Particulars, are a little exaggerated; 
yet notwithſtanding that, we may behold 
how wide a Proſpect of beneficial Com- 
merce the Fiſhery yields. It's a general 
Maxim, that whata Nation exports more 
of its owg Product or Manufactures, 
than it imports of foreign Commodities, 
the Ballance is a Gain to the Nation, 
and an Addition to its publick Stock : Up- 
on that Conſideration, tis eaſy to imagine 
what a prodigious Encreafe of Riches to 
theſe Nations will be the natural Conſe- 
quence of a Brzriſh Fiſnery; when to the 
Value of the Export of the many valu- 
able natural Products and ManntaQures 
of our own Country at Foreign Mar- 
Kets, are added the Returns for the prodi- 
gious and almoſt infinite Quantities of 
Fiſh that might be caught on our own 
Coaſts. This Conſideration opens ſuch 
a Scene, as few, but thoſe very conver- 
fant in Traffick, can eaſily comprehend ; 
but ſuch can readily view and foreſee the 
various and extenſive Branches of Com- 
merce that will neceffarily be the Conſe- 


quence of a Britiſh Fiſhery, carry'd on 


to the extent it's capable of; and that if 
conducted with the Care it fo well de- 
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ſerves, it muſt unavoidably occaſion a 
mighty Influx of prodigious Riches to 
theſe Kingdoms. he at 
Lou will excuſe me; Sir, that I men- 
tion one Particular, which, tho known to 
ſome Perſons; yet is not generally ſo; and 
tho' it may not properly be rang'd under 
this Head, or indeed under any of the ge- 
neral Heads of my Diſtribution of this 
Subject, yet I think it of ſuch Importance, 
that T can't excuſe my ſelf if I ſhould o- 
mit it; the Particular is this, That on 
the Coaſt of Wales, they have, the moſt 
part of the Summer, Shoals of a ſmall 
{ort of Fiſh, very numerous on that Coaſt, 
which the Country-people call Shaads, 
and may be taken in vaſt Quantities, which 
are on good grounds affirm'd to be as 
true Anchovies as any brought from Ita- 
ty, and when pickl'd up have been fold 
for Anchovies about the Country, and 
at Cheſter, and ſome of them brought to 
London, and the Fiſh mongers here in 
Town have affirm'd them to be ſo. I 
leave it to thoſe, to whoſe Care the Ma- 
nagement of a Britiſh Fiſhery ſhall' be 
committed, to improve the Hint to the 
beſt Advantage; but the Matter of Fact 
I dare aſſert to have a ſolid Foundation. 
I ſhall in the next Place proceed to 
take Notice of * ſeveral W 
the 
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the Engliſh have, which the Dutch want; 
nd o the. ſeveral Diſadvantages the 
Dach labour under, which dont in the 
leaſt afte& the Engliſßh: But as the ſeve- 
al Particulars of theſe Advantages and 
iſadvantages are of a mixt Nature, and 
one Circumſtance relating to one of the 
Heads is often intermixt and blended 
with the other; and ſince Repetitions, 
which are inconſiſtent with the Brevity I 
intend, are:otherwiſe unayoidable, I ſhall 
jointly conſider both. | 
- The firſt Advantage the Ergliſh have 
preferably to the Datch, in the Her- 
ring Fiſhery, is ſo very conſiderable, and 


productive of ſo many beneficial Conſe- 


quences, as might ſupercede the Neceſſity 
of mentioning any other; and that is, 
that the Exgliſh can be at Market before 
them; for the Datch have above a hun- 
dred Leagues to Sail, before they come to 
the Herring Fiſhery, (Which to our great 
Happineſs is only in the Britiſh Sea) and 
when they are arriv'd there, and during 
the whole Time of Fiſhing, they are ob- 
lig'd to lie at the Mercy of the Winds, 
and are often expos d to Storms, and the 
Loſs, Delays, and Dangers that attend 
them, and have no Fort to befriend 
them; and in the caſe of Ualoading, 
have as far back again ta Re-gack, 19 
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order to ſend them to the Foreign Mat- 
kets; which takes up à great deal ot 
their Time, hinders Buſineſs, and often 
endangers the Loſs of their Markets: 
Whereas in England we have the Fiſh up- 


on our own Coaſts, ſo near our Shores, 


that in caſe of a Storm, unloading, tak- 
ing in of Proviſions, or the like, it is not 
above four or five Houts Work, (and 
moſt commonly not ſo much) to recover a 
Harbour, and Without loſs of Time to 

put to Sea again; the Work of Unload- 
ing, Re-packing, and ſending our Fiſh a- 
way to the next Market, ſtill going on 
in all Weathers. Now, whoever conſiders 
this ſingle Ad vantage, which the Brit iſb 
Nation have preferably to any other, 
and with What eaſe and ſpeed a Car 

is readily diſpoſed of, that firſt comes to 
Market when the Commodity is want- 
ed, and the Marker not glinted ; and 
withal, at how much better Price the 
Commodity ſells, the ſaving the Charge 
of maintaining the Crew of the Ships, be- 
fides their Pay; -both which often ear 
out the Profits of a Voyage, when they 
are oblig'd to wait long at a Port for thg 
diſpoſal of their Cargo; with the many 
other beneficial 'Confequences that will 
readily occur to the Thoughts of any 
Merchant, the leaſt converſant in cheſe 
1 C 2 At- 
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Affairs: I fay, whoever conſiders this 
ſiogle Advantage, attended with ſo ex- 
tenſive an Influence on the ſeveral Parts 
of Commerce, will ſcarce be able to for- 
bear reproaching the Exgliſß, if inſtead. 
of improving theſe wonderful Advan- 
tages, which God and Nature have point- 
ed out to them, they ſhould tamely {it 
ſtill and ſee themſelves bubbled of a 
Trade ſo vaſtly Beneficial ; and through 
Ignorance, Lazineſs, or Cowardice, coun- 
tenance the Encroachments of haughty 
and inſolent Neighbours. F 
Having dwelt ſo long on the laſt Head, 
which in regard to its great Importance 
I could not eably quit, I ſhall in few- 
er Words point out the remaining Par-. 
ticulars of the preferable. Circumſtances 
of the Engliſß to the Dutch in relation 
ro the ilßery ; And I think it is no con- 
temptible Matter of Encouragement to 
the Ergliſp to purſue the Fiſhery, that if 
they diligently apply themſelves to it 
in its ſeveral Branches, they may reap 
a continual Sea Harveſt ; conſidering that 
the Fiſhing for Herrings, Cod, Lyng, Hake, 
Pilcharas, Mackeril, Spratts and Oyſters, or 
ſome or one of them are in Seaſon on, 
ſome part or other of our Coaſts all the 
Year long, 91 


Ig 
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In the next Place, the great Expence 
of Dogger-Boats, which the Datch are 
oblig'd ro make uſe of to take off their 
Fiſh at Sea, and refurniſh their Fiſher- 
men with Cask, and other Neceſſaries, 
is ſaved to the Engliſh, who bear no ſuch 
Expence, nor run any ſuch Riſque ; and 
the Conſequence of this laſt Obſervation 
extends it {elf thus far alſo, that ſuppo- 
ſing the Engliſb had not the preferable Ad- 
vantage already mentioned, of being a- 
ble to arrive firſt at Market; yet having 
this laſt Advantage of Fiſhing with leſs 
Charge and Expence, the Erglih wou'd 
be enabled to under-ſe]l the Datch, even 
tho' they both were to arrive at Mar- 
ket at the ſame time. " 
There.is another Particular that might 
properly enough be rang d under the laſt 
Head, which ought by no Means to be 
overlook*d, which is, that in ſeveral Pla- 
ces in Laxcaſhire, and along the Shore of 
Wales, the Engliſh may catch Herrings, 
without being at the Charge of Buſſes; 
for by only ſetting Netts on the Sands, 
at Low Water, great Quantities of Fiſh 
are taken next Tide of Ebb; and Pro- 
viſions and Labour are ſo cheap in thoſe” 
Parts, that both there and4n many parts' 
of Wales, our Herrings will not ſtand us 
in half ſo much as the Datch. And this 

| parti» 
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particular preferable Advantage of the 
Engliſb to the Dutch is attended with this 
additional beneficial Circumſtance, Thar 
on the Coaſts of Wales, abundance of 


Aſbes Wood grows, which as far excels 
all other for drying Herrings, as its Bark 


doth for Tanning Netts. 


The laſt Advantage. I ſhall mention, 
which enables the Exgliſb to carry on a 
Fiſhery with leſs Charge and more Con- 
venience than the Dutch, © accrues from 
the great Numbers of Saltwickes, with 
which England of late Years very much 
abounds; and the Encouragement given 
by Parliament to the Exporters of our 
Fiſh. Indeed, before laſt Year, there 
were Allowances given by ſeveral Acts 
of Parliament, relating to the Duties on 
Salt, upon the Exportation of: Fiſh; but 
the Parliament taking Notice that thoſe 
Allowances had occaſion'd ſeveral Frauds, 
which tended to the great Diſparage- 


ment of the Britiſb Fiſhery, by an At 


aſs*d laſt Seſſion, entitled, An Aũ for 
Recovering: the Credit of the Britiſh Fiſbery 
in Foreign Parts, and for better Securing 
the Daties on Salt, they EnaQted, © That the 
5. Allowances given by the Laws relating 
to the Duties upon Salt, upon the Ex- 
« portation of Fiſh, ſhould be no longer 
paid; but that the Curers of Fiſh ſhow'd. 


be 
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© be allow'd to import Foreign Salt, or 
© to take from any Salt Work or Salt 


© Pitts any ſuch Quantity of Britiſb Salt, 
© where the ſame is allow'd by Law for 
the Curing of Fiſh for Exportation, as 
© they ſhall think proper for curing Fiſh 
© for Foreign Markets, without paying 
any Duties to his Majeſty for the ſame, 
except the Cuſtoms payable upon the 
« Importation thereof. _ 

But notwithſtanding theſe Allowances 
were taken away, purely to prevent 
Frands therein, yet the Parliament ſhew'd 
their Readineſs to give all poſſible En- 
couragement to the Exportation of our 
Fifh, by allowing certain Sums of Mo- 
ney to be paid to the Exporters of Fiſh, 
according to the Sorts and Quantity of 
Fifh exported : But that you may know 
the Particulars of each, and (which I 
think deſerves a particular Obſervation) 
the very great Care the Parliament took 
to ſecure to the Exporters the Sums ſo 
allow'd, I ſhall tranſcribe the whole Pa- 
ragraph verbatim; And for the better 
* Bacouragement of the Fiſhing Trade 
of Great-Britain, Be it enacted by the 
* Authority: aforeſaid, That for all ſuch 
* Fiſh hereafter mentioned, as ſhall be ex- 
ported from any Port or Place in Great. 
© Britain into Parts beyond the Seas, by 
Il! any 
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© any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, the 
© Rates or Sums of Money hereafter ex- 
*.preſsd; that is to ſay, for every Cask 
© or Veſſel of Pilchards or Scads contain- 
ing five Gallons, Seven Shillings ; for 
every Hundred of Cod Fiſh, Lyng or 
* Hake, (except dry'd Cod Fiſh, Lyng or 
© Hake, commonly call'd Haberdines) which 
© ſhall contain in length fourteen Inches 
© or upwards, from the Bone in the Fin 
* to the third Joint in the Tail of every 
* ſuch Fiſh, Five Shillings ; for every 
Barrel of wet Cod Fiſh, Lyng or Hake, 
containing Thirty-two Gallons, Two 
* Shillings ; for every hundred Weight of 
* dry*'d Cod Fiſh, Lyng or Hake, common- 
ly calld Haberdines, Three Shillings ; 
for every Barrel of Salmon, containing 
* Forty-two Gallons, Four Shillings Six 
© Pence; for every Barrel of white Her- 
* rings, Containing Thirty-two Gallons, 
One Shilling Nine-pence; for every 
Barrel of clean ſhotten red Herrzngs, 
containing Thirty-two Gallons, One 
* Shilling ; for every Laſt of dry'd red 
© Sprats, One Shilling; and fo in propor- 
tion for a greater or leſſer Quantity of 
all and every the ſaid kinds of Fiſh, 
< ſhall be paid by the Officer appointed 
© to Collect the Duties on Salt, in the 
* ſame Port from whence any ſuch Fiſh 


* ſhall 
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ſpall be Exported, within Thirty Days 


aſter demand thereof, on a Debenture 


to be prepared by the Collector of the 
Cuſtoms in the Port where fuch Fiſh 
ſhall be Entred out for Exportation; 
and verify'd by the Perſon executing 


the Office of Searcher in ſuch Port, as 


to the Quantity of Fiſh actually ſhip'd; 
and that the Oath of the Exporter or 
Agent be firſt taken before the princi- 
pal Officers of the ſaid Port before the 
Debenture be allow?d, That the Fiſh 
in ſuch Debenture mention d were Bri- 
tiſh taken, and really Exported to or for 
Parts beyond the Seas, and not re- landed 
or intended to be re-landed in Great- 
Britain, for which Debenture no Fce or 
Reward ſhall be allow'd; and, in caſe 
the Officer hereby directed to pay ſuch 
Debenture ſhall not have ſufficient Mo- 
ney in his Hands to pay the ſame, then 
upon Certificate thereot by him made 
(which Certificate he is hereby requir- 
ed to give the Party gratis and withour 
delay) the principal Commiſſioners for 
Managing His Majeſty's Revenue of 
Exciſe upon Salt, for the Time being, 
ſhall be chargeable with the ſaid Pay- 
ment, to be made in Courſe out of the 
firſt Money in their Hands ariſing out 


of the ſaid Duties upon Salt; and the 


D ſaid 
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ſaid Debentures for Fiſh exported from 
Scotland, ſhall be paid by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Cuſtoms or Exciſe in 
Scotland, at the Option of the Mers 
© chant, in the ſame Manner as Deben- 
* tures for Fiſh Exported are now by 
© Law made payable; and any Officer 
«* neglecting or refuſing to pay the ſaid 
Money, or to give ſuch Certificate as 
© js here directed, ſhall forfeit double the 
© Sum ſo to he paid to the Party aggriev'd, 
© to be recover'd by Action of Debt, Bill, 
© Plaint, or Information, wherein no Eſ- 
© ſoign, Protection or Wager of Law 
+ ſhall be allow'd. 

I ſhall now, in the laſt Place, proceed 
to take Notice of the ſeveral Objections 
urg'd againſt the preſent Undertaking of 
a Britiſh Fiſhery ; and ſhall endeavour to 
ſatisfy you that none of them have a 
ſolid Foundation, or need in the leaſt be 
any Diſcouragement to the worthy Per- 
ſons who are bending their Thoughts 
with great Application to retrieve the 
Credit of a Britiſh Fiſhery, and purſue 
it with that Vigour and Induſtry it 
juſtly deſerves. | 
It is objected, that there formerly was 
a Patent, meaning that granted in the 
28th Year of King Charles the Second, and 


that the ſeveral Members incorporated by 


that 
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that Patent us'd their utmoſt Endeavours 
to eſtabliſh a Fiſhery, ſpent a great deal 
of Money to little purpoſe, and at laſt 
finding it impracticable, withdrew their 
Money out of the Stock, and the Project 
taiPd, 

To this Objection; tho I know it is 
very commonly urg d, yet part of it is 
not true; and the other part, if true, is 
not to the Purpole. 

It is true that that Company did after 
ſome Time withdraw their Money out 
of the Stock, and drop'd the Undertak- 
ing, but that was owing to other Cau- 
ſes than the want of Succeſs or Impractie 
cableneſs of it ; for during the Time the 
Fiſhery was then purſu'd, it proſper'd 
and flouriſh'd to a great Degree, but ſe- 
veral Incidents at that Time concurr'd to 
ſtop the Progreſs of that Undertaking, to 
the unſpeakable Detriment of theſe King- 
doms : It's very certain that the ill 
Succeſs of that Company was in great 
part occaſion'd by the War ſome Powers 
in Europe were then engag'd in; for Spain 
and Holland being at that Time (unhap- 
pily for the Company) at War with the 
French, the latter ſeiz d the Veſſels of the 
wompany as Prize, under pretence that 
they were Datch Ships, and moſtly mann'd 
with Datch Sailors, which indeed was in 
55 D 2 A 
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a great Meaſure true; and ſuch a Loſs at 
that Time, when the Company's Stock 
was but ſmall, conſidering the Greatneſs 
of the Undertaking, gave a Check to 
their further Proceedings. What like- 
wiſe in a great Meaſure contributed to 
the ill Succeſs of the Company, was oc- 
calion'd by a Circumſtance not altogether 
ſo Foreign as the former; for as I am ve- 
ry well inform'd, from a good Hand, the 
King and Parliament at that Time diſa- 
greeing, the King's want of Money caus'd 
him to withdraw the Money he had in 
that Fiſhery, and the Merchants con- 
cern'd with his Maieſty at that Time 
diſagreeing amongſt themſelves, with- 
drew their Monies alſo : Theſe concur- 
rent Circumſtances effectually ſunk rhe 
Company, and that Undertaking hath 
lain dormant ever ſince. 

It is eaſy to perceive that the Compa- 
ny's diſcontinuing the further Proſecuti- 
on of their Undertaking, meerly on theſe 
Occaſions, is far from being any real 
ground of Diſcouragement to any other's 
purſuing the ſame at this Time of Day, 
when the New Company are aſſur'd of 
all the Encouragement they can receive 
from the Court; it rather proves the Point 
contended for ; for if that Company ſet- 
ting out with ſo ſmall a Stock as =— 

: did, 
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did, with reſpect to the Greatneſs of the 
Undertaking, flouriſh'd to that degree, 
and ſucceeded ſo proſperouſly as that 
Company really did ; what Reaſon can 

poſſibly be imsgin'd that can incline any 

indifferent Perſon ſo much as even to 
doubt, that the ſame Deſign may be 
more ſucceſsfully purſu'd, where there 
is a larger Fund to ſupport the Under- 
taking, a ſincere and hearty Inclination 
in the Court to aſſiſt and encourage 

. and the common Circumſtances of 

the Nation, in relation to the Neighbour- 

ing Powers, as favourable as can be 
wiſh'd. | 

It is by ſome objected, that ſeveral 
Years ago the Hamburghers ſet up a Fiſh- 
ery, and endeavour'd to rival the Datch ; 
bur that after Six or Seven Years Tryal, 
they perceiv'd that they were unable to 
attain their End. 

But ſurely ſuch Objectors don't conſi 
der, that an Undertaking proper for one 
Country, may be very improper for ano- 
ther, and that is the Caſe of the Ham- 
burg hers in this very Inſtance ; nay, their 
Failure in the Proſecution of a Fiſhery 
is ſo far from being any Objection to the 
Engliſb purſuing the ſame, that when the 
Reaſon why they fail'd is conſider d, it 


equally 
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equally ſhews the Preference of the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Engliſh to thoſe of the 
Dutch. The Reaſon why the Hamburgh- 
ers could not purſue the Fiſhery with e- 
| qual Advantage with the Dutch, is, be- 
| cauſe they are generally frozen up longer 
| than the Dutch; but if from that ſingle 
{ Circumſtance they were not able to ri- 
9 val the Dutch for the ſame Reaſon the 
Engliſb may out. ſtrip them, as has been 
more fully explain'd before. 

The laſt Objection I ſhall take Notice 
of is, That the purſuing the Britiſb Fiſh- 
ery, which can't be done to the beſt Ad- 
vantage without Fiſhing on the ſame 
Coaſts with the Datch, will naturally in 
ſome ſmall Time ſo embarraſs us with 
them, that, as ſome pretend to foreſee, it 
will certainly occaſion a War. | 
I am free to own that it is a great Re» 
proach to the Engliſh Nation, that they 
have ſo long tamely fat ſtill, and ſeen their 
Neighbours aggrandize themſelves, mere- 
ly by Fiſhing on our own Coaſts, where 4 

they have no Authority to Fiſh without our 4 
Permiſſion, and which they never did l 
but with our Leave, when our Domi- 
nion and Sovereigaty over the Brztifþ 3 
Seas was duly aſſerted and maintain d. 
But if our Negligence, or if a ſucceſſive 4 

* Run 
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Run of Events have inclin'd the Engliſh, 
to ſuſpend a Vindication of our excluſive 
Right to Fiſh on our own Coaſts, ſurely 
weare at Liberty, whenever Providence or 
a certain Proſpect of our own Advantage 
ſhall open our Eyes, to purſue our own 
Intereſt, and reap, with our Neighbours, 
the mighty Benefits and the laſting Fund 
of Riches that has, does, and will ever 
ariſe from our own Seas: Surely the 
Dutch won't do more than turn the Ta- 
bles upon us, if we'll but be fo complai- 
{ant to them as to drop our Claim to a 
Mare Clauſum, which our learned Selden 
has ſo well defended, tis to be hop'd we 
ſhall be eaſily admitted to a Partnerſl. ip 
in a Mare Liberum, which their Grotius 
ſtrain'd ſo hardly to ſupport ; if fo, and 
there is Elbow-room for both, it is ridi- 
culous to imagine our High and Mighty 
Neighbours will pretend to exclude us 
from enjoying our own ; and if we ſhall 
continue good-natur'd enough to permit 
a Partnerſhip, what Foundation is there 
to dream of a Quarrel?  _ 59 T 


I have now gone through the ſeveral 
Heads I propos d; tho? much might have 
been added to each, which I have omit- 
ted ; and ſhall conclude in the Words of 
that celebrated Writer I have before 


quoted, 


quoted, and heartily wiſh this well- 
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meant, tho ſhort Piece, or any other 
Hints I could ſuggeſt, would excite 
that worthy Writer to make good 
his Promiſe ; the Well-wiſhers to the 
Proſperity of Great-Britain, from his 
Character, not only wiſh and hope, bur 
with Impatience expect it from him; 
his Inclination (which I collect from his 
worthy Endeavours to promote the Hap- 
pineſs and Intereſt of the Britijþ Nation) 
won't permit him, by a Neglect in per- 
forming his Promiſe, to weaken the Im- 
preſſions of his moſt excellent Lectures. 
I ſhall remind him of his Promiſe in his 
own Words. 

I ſhall hereafter ſhew the manifold Be- 
nefits neceſſarily ariſing to us from a 
flouriſhing Fiſhery ; neither do I think 
that I can employ my Pen more ſignally 
in the Service of my Country, in a Time 
of Peace, than by turning it, on proper 
Occaſions, to Subjects of Trade and Na- 
vigation. Let other Nations extend their 
Territories on the Continent, and diſ- 
pute their Boundaries with their Neigh- 
bours: Be it our Ambition to triumph in 
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an Element, where no Bounds confine us: 


Be it our Delight, as it is our Intereſt, 
to plant Colonies in the Sea, to dwell 
among the Waves, to ſearch into the 
Deep, to found our Dominion upon the 
Floods, and to view the Ocean round us 
as an inexhauſtible Treaſure of Wealth, 


APPENDIX. 
Ni. L The MeTroDd of Sort- 


ing and Packing of Herrmgs us d 
by the Dutch. 


1.C1EA Stacks are ſuch as are caught all 

the Fiſhing Seaſon, and are bur 
once pack'd; one Barrel will hold ſix or 
eight Hundred, as they ſhall riſe in Big- 
neſs, eight Barrels to the Ton by the 
Law; one hundred Herrings are to be one 
hundred and twenty, and a Laſt ten 
Thouſand, and fourteen Barrels are com- 
monly reckon'd to the Laſt. 

2. Theſe are repack'd on Shore, and 
are call'd Repack'd Herrings; ſeventeen 
Barrels of Sea Stucks will make from 
twelve to fourteen Barrels of repack'd 
ones: The manner of Repacking is to 
take the Herrings out of their Pickle, 
waſh them in their own Pickle, and ſo lay 
them orderly in a freſh Barrel; which 
have no Salt put to them, but are cloſe 
pack'd and headed up by a ſworn Coop- 
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er, with Pickle, when the Barrel is half 
full, that is to ſay, with Brine. 

3. Summers are ſuch as the Dutch Cha- 
fers or Divers catch from June to the Fif- 
teenth of Jah; theſe are fold away to be 
ſpent preſently in regard of their Fat- 
neſs, and will not endure Repacking ; 
but the repack'd Herrings are ſorted, the 
full Herrings by themſelves, 

4. The thotten and ſick Herrinss are 
put into Barrels by themſelves, marking 
the Barrels diſtinctly :- 

5. Crux Herrings, are ſuch as are 
caught after the Fourteenth of September 3 
theſe Herring, are cured with Salt upon 
Salt, and are carefully Sorted out (all 
full Herrings) and us'd in the Repack- 
ing as before mentioned. 

6. Cor ved Herrings ſerve to make Red. 
Herrings, and are ſuch as are taken in the 
Jar mouth Seas, from the End of Auguſt 
till the End of October, provided they can 
be carry d on Shore within about a Week 
after they are taken, 

Theſe are never gipped, but rowed in 
Salt for the better Preſervation of them, 
till they can be brought on Shore, and 
ſuch as are preſcrv'd to make Rea Her- 
rings are walh' d in great Fatts of freſh 
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Water before they are hang d up in the 
Herring Hangs or Red- Herring Houſes. 


The Manner of SALT ING them is thus 
IC; (7 ber form d. | 

1. The Netts are halled on Board, and 
the Herrings are taken out of them and 
put into Warbacks, which ſtand on the 
fide of the Ship and reſemble Cheſts. 
2. When all the Netts have the Her- 
rings taken out of them, one fills the Gip- 
pers Basket. l 

3. The Gippers cut their Throats, 
take out the Guts, and fling the full Her- 
lings into one Basket, and the ſhotten in- 
to another.. 

4. One of the Men takes the full 
Basket when they are gip d and carries 


them to the Rower back, wherein is 


Salt. | 
5. One Boy takes the Row'd Herrings 
and carries them in a Basket to the Pack- 
ers, 3 
6. Four Men pack the Herrings into 


the Barrels, and lay them one by one 


ſtraight and even. 


7. One Man, when the Barrel is full, 


takes the ſame from the Packer, and ir 
ſtands one Day or more to ſettle, and 


that 
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that the Salt may melt and diſſolve to 
Pickle ;. and then they fill chem up and 
head up the Barrels. 

The Pickle muſt be ſo ſtrong that a 
Herring will ſwim in it, and then it Jo 
overcomes the Nature of the Herring, 
that it makes it ſtiff and preſerves it; other- 
wiſe if the Pickle be weaker. than the 
Nature of the Herring, it will overcome 
the Strength of the Pickle, and ſo the 
Herring will decay. | 
One Barrel of Salt will cure three Bar- 
rels of Herrings, and it is common to al- 
low two Barrels of Salt in a Laſt of four- 
teen Barrels to war withal, that is, to 
row] the Herrings in the Salt before they 
are pack c. Wt 


— . 


No. II. An AnsTRAGT of ſome 


of the Dutch Laws, relating to 
the Fiſhery. ag 


HAT no Body ſhall dare to Salt 
| the Herrings with any French Salt, 
either Seucters, Olderdoms, Bauoeve, St. 
Martin, Brovage, Streight, Weſt-Inaia, or 
the, Iſe of May Salt, upon Forfeiture of 
the Herrings that ſhall be pickled or ſalt- 
ed therewith. * 

* That 


C9 


That no Steerſ-man or others ſhall | 
carry any Salt to the Sea in their Ships * 
for to Salt Herrings therewith, but Spaniſh 
or Portagal. 

That no Body ſhall put any Spaxiſh 
Salt or Portugal Salt in Cheſts, Cellars, 
or Barrels, before the ſame ſhall be viſi- 
ted and appriz d by the Rate-Maſters 
thereunto appointed, on Penalty of Twen- 
ty-five per Cent. | 

That the Spaniſh and Portugal Salt ſhall 
be view'd by the Rate-Maſters before the 
ſame ſhall be taken on Board. | 

The Steerſ-man ſhall be bound, upon 
the Command of the Rate-Maſters, to 
beat open by his Mariners and to ſhut a- 
gain the Barrels of Salt ; the Rate-Ma- 
ſters each Time to have for their Apprize- 
ment and Viſiting each Barrel of Salt, 
one Doyte, to be paid the firſt Time by 
| the Seller, the ſecond by the Buyer. 
| If a Steerſ-man ſhall have ſalted Her- 
| rings with Salt not having been the ſe- 
1 cond Time view'd as before, he ſhall 
ih forfeit Thirty-ſix Gilders. 

Wl The Steerſ-man is to make Certificate 
of the Quantity of Herring: by him 
| caught, garbiſh'd, ſalted and pack'd on 
| Board in due Time, and deliver'd in the 
14 
| 


Place appointed; to which he muſt 4 
0 5 


(39) 
ſo certify that the ſame are falted with 
good appriz'd Spaniſh and Portugal Salt. 
Ihe Steerſ-man going for Herrings, 
ſhall be bound to Salt the pure Herrings 
caught after St. James's Tide, Bartholo- 
mew-tide and Crux - tide, with ſmall boy- 
led Salt, according to a Contract made 
with thoſe of Collen. 
That in caſe of the Rating of the ſaid 

Salt any Deceit were found to be done 
in the Cask or Cellars, the Vender there- 
of ſhall forfeit Two Hundred Carolas 

Guilders. | 
No Body ſhall receive any ſuch white 
or ſmall Salt, but by a due Certificate 
from the Place where the ſame is made, 
upon Forfeiture of the Salt; the Ship- 
Maſter who brings the ſame Salt from 
the Place where it is made to certify the 
ſame Salt is not altered, nor to his Know- 
ledge diminiſh'd, ſince the Time they 
took and receiv'd it into their Ships, and 
that the ſame is left in being, according 
to the Contents of the Certificate, upon 
Forfeiture of the Salt, in caſe the Ship- 
Maſter is Owner thereof; and in caſe he 
be not the Owner thereof, upon For fei- 
ture of the Value thereof ; to be recover- 
ed of his Perſon, Ship, and Goods ; and 
that he moreover ſhall be puniſh'd for 
Perjury, 


ER; 
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(49 ) 


rjury, accord 
tracts with the Deputies of Collen. 


— 


— 


the former Con- 


ing to 


Pe 


That no Z7:rrings ſhall be caught af- 
ter the Twentieth Day of Nowembe 


r, be- 
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heir St. Andrem's Day. 
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